There is one pregnant fact pertaining to all kinds of mental therapeutics, from mesmerism to faith cures, which is, that marvellous cures are constantly effected through these various agencies; and to the casual observer it would seem almost selfevident that there must be some one principle underlying all, which, if once understood, would show them to be all identical as to cause and mode of operation.
Our author finds the key to the necessary working hypothesis in Li^bault and Bernheim's discovery, "that hypnotic subjects are constantly amenable to the power of suggestion ; that suggestion is the all-potent factor in the production of all hypnotic phenomena. This proposition has been demonstrated to be true beyond the possibility of a reasonable doubt." The author gives three general The author believes that the scientific mind must come to the obvious conclusion that there must be some underlying principle which is common to all these, and that it is the task of science to discover that principle; and he believes that the essential mental condition prerequisite to the success of every experiment in psycho-therapeutics is faith?a purely subjective faith?which is attainable upon the cessation of active opposition on the part of the objective mind. The author shows how the statement is often made to patients that faith is unnecessary, and shows that it is a cunning evasion of the truth for the very purpose of inspiring faith, but he thoroughly disapproves of it.
" A patient enters the sanctum of mental healer and begins by saying, ' I understand that it is necessary that your patients have faith before they can be healed.
If that is the case I can never be healed by mental treatment, for I am utterly sceptical on the subject.' To which the ready reply is, ' Faith is unnecessary under my system. I do not care what you believe, for I can heal you however sceptical you may be.
